An Introduction to Autism - This lecture will provide basic information about the definition and characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and evidence-based strategies for addressing the behavioral, social, and communications needs to promote independence and encourage academic success.

What is Autism?
· A broad group of neurological disorders.
· Characterized by severe and pervasive impairment in several areas of development:
· Social interaction skills
· Communication skills
· The presence of stereotyped behavior, interest, and activities.
· Indicators of autism typically appear by age 2 or 3.

Autism is not…						Individuals with autism…
_______________________________		________________________________
_______________________________		________________________________

Challenges - 
Theory of Mind ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Verbal & Non-verbal communication 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Screening for autism in toddlers - 
Joint attention ___________________________________________________________

Intervention - 
Early Intervention _________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Communication Skills _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Structured Environment _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Predictability & Routine _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Functional Behavior Analysis __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
